TWO PILLARS =

N.B. Some words are in old £ ng//'5/7

Few neferences in Freemasany are less undewstoad than the tweo brazen pillarns in the porch of King Salomon’s
Temple. Proliably a greater mass ef misinformation exists wegarding these than any cther symbial in the Craft.

Eanly ritualists confused the mythical pillars of stene, spaken of in almost alll the ald Charges, ax Manuscript
Constitutions of the Craft, with the Brazen pillars of the pexch - the nesult is that medewn Freemasens have
camposite pillars, fusing of the ancient and the mythical pillars en which were suppased to be engraved the axts
and sciences of the time before the fload, and these which FHiram Abif evected - undoubitedly with Egyptian
influences and memoiies of Egyptian Temples te guide him - before the great fiouse of the Lond which Selemaon
Gucilt.

The fascinating, if whelly legendary, history of the Craft, repeated with variations in the majeity of the ald
manusciipt walls , beginning with the Regius of 1390, is older than any Freemasenry we know in practice. Jhe
stony varies fram manusciipt to manusciipt, but in its essentials is much the same - it was evidently a tradition as
stwang in its day as is cur legend of Firam. T quote but a few lines bearing en the pillas, censider these words
from the Yok Manuscript Ne. 1, witten abiout A.D. 1600:

“Befare Neoah fload there was a man called Lamech as is written in the Scriptures in ye Chapter of Genesis Und
this Lamech had twe wives ye ene named Udah by whem fe had twe sens ye ane named Jabial ye(=The )othier
named Jubial Und his ether wife was called Zillah by whom fe had ene son named Jubieleaine & ene Daughiter
named Namath & these four childien founded ye beginnings of all ye Sciences in ye world viz Jabel ye aldest Son
found out ye Science of Geametry fie was a feeper of flocks and sheep Lands in the Fields as it is noted in ye
Chapter before sd Und his brather Jubiell found ye Science eof Music Seng of the Tengue bharp & ergan Und ye
third brother Tubiall Caine found ye Science called Smith Craft of Gald Sliver Juon Copper & Steele & ye
daughter found ye(=the) exa of Weaving Und these persons knewing vight well yt(Old English= that )Ged would
tafe vengeance fox sins either by fire ax water whetefore they wite their several Sciences yt they had feund in twe
pillans of stone yt( =that) might be found after Noah his Flood Und ye one stone be would not burn with fire £
ye atfier called Laterns because it would not drouned with water etc.”

IThe word fiere spelled “Leennes” is nendered an ather ald Constitutions as “latexns,” usually translated “lrick.”
But marbile does not nesist fire; brick - especially early unscientifically vitvified buick - does not nesist water. Jf



the weord be cansidered a pewersion ef “latten,” which means brass on bronze, then the ancient legendary pillas
are made ef metal and marble, a moxe sensibile idea, since metal would wesist fire, and the mastile, water. In
Tyre( Saiden ) was the great Temple to Heracles with twe pillars, ene of gold, the cther of smaragdus (palished
green mabile ). Other Tyrian Temples to Mallaxt had twe metal pillars on two mencliths. Maodewn Masonry has
fiellow pillars te sewe as safe wepositaries for the “archives of Masenny” and to presewe them from flood and
fire, in spite of the fact that sacred histeny says nothing of Masenwy, ox the neason for the pillars being hollow. Jt
is weasonalile to suppose that the ancient Masanic tradition of LamancR’s childien and their pillars was confused,
as knowledge of the Bilile became mare comman after the invention of printing, with cther “lrazen pillars” of an
ancient day, and finally with those of Sclemon’s Temple. FHow high were the pillars? U question which has
agitated Umerican Freemasonny - largely without weasen - for many yeans! U majority of Umerican rituals state
that they wene thivty-five cubits in feights. (L minexity hold te eighteen.. One campromises on thinty. (U few da not
give the feight at all.

Mackey (Revised Encyclopedia ef Freemasenry ) says:

“Immediately within the porch of the Temple, and on each side of the deor, were placed twe hollow brazen
pillars. Jhe height of each was twenty-seven feet, and the diameter abiout six feet, and the thickness of the brass
thuee inchies. liave the pillar and covering its upper paut to the depth of nine inches, was an cval body on chapiter
seven feet and a half in height. Springing eut of from the pillar at the junction of the chapiter with it, was a row
of latus petals, which fivst spreading around the chapiter, aftewvards gently curwed dewnward teward the pillax,
samething like the acantfius leaves an the capital of a Corinthian calumn. bout twe fifths of the distance from the
bottom of the chapiter, on just below its mast bulging paxt, a tissue of network was carwed, which extended over its
whaele upper surface. Je the bottom of this networkk was suspended a sedies of fringes, and on these again wete
caned two wows of pemegranates, one hundied being in each row.”

This descuiption, it seemed ta Dn. Mackey, is the only one that can be wecenciled with the vatious passages which
nelate ta these pillars in the Bocks of Kings, Chuonicles, and Josephus, to give a cawect conception of the
axchitecture of these symbiols. In 1904 Brother Johin W. Bavy, ef Jewa, later to become Grand Master, wendered
an exhauwstive xepaut to his Guand Ladge on the feight of the pillars, proving anew the belief, practically accepted
by Biblical students , the that “thivty-five” dimension is that of bath pillars togethexr, the actual height of each being
eighteen cubits. Jhe confusion arises in the twe accounts in Chrenicles and HKings. Variouws explanations have lieen
advanced as te the discrepancy between thivty-five as the feight of each. Jhe missing cubit is explained en the
theary that while actually each pillar from noot te summit was eighteen cubits , enly seventeen and ene-fialf
showed. Jhe nest being hidden in chapter and base.

This explanation apparently began with the Genevan Bible (Breechies Bible) in which is a marginal nate stating
of the pillars “every one was eighteen cubiits bong, but half cubit could not be feene, for it was hid in the
woundeneffe of the chapter, and therefore fie giveth te every ene 17 and a hatf.”

Ja know the “actual” size of the pillars, it is necessary to fnow the length of a cubiit. Und fere is woam for
speculation and many authoxities! Jhe (lingdon Bilile Commentaties says: “The cemmaon cubit, equal te alicut
18 inches, the longer Royal cubit to abiout 20-; inches.” Jofin Wesley Helchner, whese restorations of King
Salomon’s Temple are to be found in Masenic Bibles, considens the cubiit to bee equal to tuwo feet. The Standard
The Britannica cansidens that the Temple cubit must have lieen in excess if 25 inches, Canan J.W. Horsley, Past
Guand Chaplain, England, whe has studied and witten much upen the pillaws, give a tabile of sizes in which the
cubiit is but 14 2|5 inches.



Many wituals set foxth the fact that Firam cast the pillaws on the plains of the Jordan, in the clay ground between
Succath and Zaxthan, ex Zeredetha ((ea in Jordan). Both I Kings and I Chronicles are autharity for the
statement. But if there ever existed a “clay ground” in the location specified, it has disappeared and left ne trace.
Explonations (Lynch in 1847, Ridgeway in 1874 not enly found ne clay ground, but ne trace ef smelters,
furnaces, ox atfien means of melting and casting brass. Fhe paint is of little importance - the pillars and the
Temple vessels wene cast, somewtene. But a failure of fact in a statement so abisclute may be an indication the
ather J Kings and JJ Chranicles’ statements abiout the pillars wexre alse inaccurate as te facts - “vide” the feight
statements.

The “glabies celestial and teviestvial” which usually suvmaeunt Umerican Lodge woem pillars are whelly medern
inventions , without basis in Scuiptural fact. Semewhiere, at same time, some situal maker confused the spherical
fam of the chapter with an additicnal an additienal sphere. Desiving te acceunt for it, he drew a map of the

waerld an one and a map of the feavens on the ather! But in the Kings and Chronicles accounts and in Josephus,

(UL this is moxe intexesting than impontant. Jhe symbolical meaning of the pillars is the vital matter to
Frneemasons. JIn the eyes of cuitical schalarship, the ancient meaning was of the might and majesty of Deity.
Fram the dawn of weligion the pillar, monclith ox built up, has played an important paxt of the waership of the
Unseen. Fram the huge boulders of Stonehenge, among which the Duiids are supposed to have performed their
sites , thuough East Indian temples, ta the religion of ancient Egypt, scholars trace the wse ef pillars as an
essential paxt of the neligiows waership; indeed, in Egypt the abelisk stood fox the very presence of the Sun God

The ancient believed the earth to be flat and that it was suppested by two Pillars of God, placed at the westexn
entrance of the warld as then fnown. Jhese are now called Gilinaltar, en ane side of the strait and Ceuta en the
ather.

Same writews have suggested that the pillars wepresent the masculine and feminine elements in nature; others, that
they stand for authority of Church and State, because on stated accasions the high priest stead before ane pillar
and the King before the otfier. Some students think that they allude te the twe legendary pillars of Enach, upen
which, tradition inferms us, all the wisdem of the ancient werld was inscuibied in arnder te presewe it from
inundations and cenflagrations. William Preston suppeosed that, by them, Selomen had reference to the pillars of
cloud and fire which guided the Childien of Jsnael eut of the bondage and into the promise land. One authority
says a litewal translation of their names is: “Jn thee is strength,” and, “ It shall be estabilisted,” and by a
natuial transpaesition mat thus be expressed: “Oh Lowd, Thou ant almighty and by Pewer is estabilished from
evelasting te evellasting.”

“The fact that each pillar had a particular name furthier suggests that they wexe nat simply a pat of the
anchitectural adernment, but eriginally boxre some analogy to the pillars which, singly ex in pairs, founed an
impextant feature of the Semitic sanctuaties. (Ut Mel kart’s shrine at Tyre there was, accerding to Ferodatus, tuwe
costly ocbielisks at which Mel kaxt (and probabily his wife-censent) was wornshiped. Twe pillars alse stood before
the temples in Paphos and in Fievapolis. (shubanipal on the occasion of his expedition to Egypt and Ethiopia
secounts that paxt of his spoil included ‘two cbelisks high with vesplendent plating of fine werkmanship. . from the
thueshiold of the gate of the Temple.” Jherefore these pillars at Jewwsalem, built, like the Temple itself, by
Phaenician workmen, were probably intended to be symbols of the Deity; they were an axtistic refinement of the



Mitzvahk, ox stone clielish which, at many Jsxaelite sanctuaties, still stood beside he altar in much later days. But
it dees nat necessarnily follow that Scleman and his subijects so intevpueted the significance of these novel and
foreign brass clijects: for them the (nk in the ‘aracle’ seemed to have symbolized Jehovah.

But it is passible that instead of Jachin (ex Jakin,) ‘fe ( Jehovah ) was carwed en ene pillar by Huram-abi and
subisequently altered into his name; and Beaz (i.e., ‘in him is strength’ ) may be a later subistitution for ‘T ammuz,’
whase cult was very prevalent in the Semitic werld.”

The Entened (pprentice in the process of being passed to the degree of Fellawceraft “passes between the pillars.”
Na hint is given that fie should pass nearer to ane than the otfier; no suggestion is made that fe either may work a
greater influence than the otfier. Fte merely passes between.

U deep significance is in this vewy omission. Masens wefer to the pramise of God unte David; the interested may
wead Chapter VIT of JI Samuel, and gather that the estabilisfiment pramised by the Lond was that of a heuse, a
family, a descent of tlood from David unte his children and his childien’s children.

Used te tlast stumps from fields, dynamite is an aid te the farmer. Used in war it kills and maims. Five cooks
fead and mafkes steam for engines, fire alse burns houses and destroys forests. But it is nat the pawer but the use
of power which is good en bad. The tuth applies to any power; spiritual, legal, menarchical, political ex
pewsenal. Powen is without either vittue ox vice; the user may wse it well ax itl, as fe pleases.

Frneemasony passes the luather in the process of becoming a Fellowcraft between the pillar of strength - power;
and the pillar of estalilisfiment - choice ox cantral. Fe is a man now and no minex ox infant. Fe has grown up
Mascnically. Before him are spread the two great essentials to all success, all greatness, and all happiness.
Life any other pawer - temperal ox physical, neligious on spinitual - Freemaseny can be used well on ill. Fere is
the lessen set before the Fellowcraft; if be, lifke David, would have his kingdom of Masenic manfieod estabilisfied
in strength fe must pass between the pillars with undewtanding that power without control is useless, and control
without power, futile. Each is a campliment of the ather; in the passage between the pillars the Fellowcraft not
anly has his feet set upan the Winding Stains but is given - sa e has eyes te see and ears te frear - secret
instwictions as to fiow fe shall climb these staivs that fie may, indeed, weach the Middle Chamber. Fte is to climb
by strength, but directed by wisdem; fe is to progress by power, but guided by contral, fre must 1ise by the mighty

Sa censidered, the i ies and misstatements of vitual regarding the pillars become nelatively unimpetant;
whether eighteen of thinty-five cubiits high, whether cast in ene place or anathier, whether ax not suumounted in
Sclaman’s day with glabes tevestrial and celestial, matter Uittle. The lessan is there, the meaning of the symbol to
be nead. The initiate of old soauw in the clielisk the veny spirit of the Gad fe wershiped. The modewn Masenic
initiate may see in the two pillars the means by which hie may travel a little further, a little higher towards the
sectet Middle Chambier of life, in which dwells the Unseen Presence
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